Dear Residents,

A lot of important news for our final E-news of 2011. We are slowly gathering more names and E-mail addresses, but are still a long way from reaching 50% of our residents, so mention it to your neighbours, let us see if in 2012 we cannot break through the 50% level.

1. Crime: The Police have warned us of a general increase in crime in East Grinstead. There have been a number of cars stolen from houses where criminals look through letter boxes, see car keys on a table at the side of the front door, and then fish them out. DO NOT keep car keys near a door. Also there have been many purse and bag thefts, especially from Charity shops were people are concentrating on seeing what is available, and from bags left in supermarket trolleys. The safest place for a bag is round your neck in front of your body. Plain clothes police are now patrolling selected areas.

2. Affordable Housing: The Parish Council is pleased to announce that the Mid-Sussex District Council North area planning committee has approved the plans for Affordable Housing in Hammerwood Road. Construction is expected to begin next Spring/Summer.

3. Christmas Market:  The Parish Council would like to thank all those who gave their time to make this such a successful event and to the generosity of Allan Martin Meats, Foreman’s Carpets, The East Grinstead Hire Centre, the Three Crowns and Graham Keenor.  A special mention of course to Santa for finding time in his busy schedule to visit Ashurst Wood. The event was made particularly festive by the carols sung by children from the Primary School - so thanks again to the staff, children and parents for their time and effort.
4. Waste Collection: The collection due on Friday 30th December will be delayed until Saturday 31st December and similarly the one on Friday 6th January will be on Saturday 7th January.

5. Youth Club: As we reported earlier in the year West Sussex withdrew their support for Youth Workers. We are the first Parish Council in Mid-Sussex to recruit our own Youth worker, Luke. The Club meets on Wednesday evenings from 7-9pm at John Pears Pavilion, all young people in year 7 and above are very welcome to come along. 
6. “Stop Speeding” stickers: After much discussion with Mid-Sussex District Council, they have now agreed that residents can place stickers on their wheelie bins. The stickers are available free of charge from the Parish Council Office for those living in Woods Hill Lane, School Lane, Hammerwood Road and Maypole Road (4 per household – 2 on each side of the landfill and recycle bins.)
7. Snow clearance: The Parish Council has been in active negotiation with West Sussex Highways department to allow a local resident with a snow plough to clear village roads. We are pleased to announce that Tony Hayman has been given a contract by West Sussex Highways to clear snow in Ashurst Wood. The Parish Council has produced a specification defining the roads in order of priority. Please note that it would be helpful if, wherever possible, residents could park their cars off the street. It will be for residents to clear their own drives and access to the street and we would ask that snow is not thrown back into the road.  A reminder: grit in the grit bins is NOT for private use.  All we need now is snow – well, maybe not!

8. Bus and train timetable: A few bus timings have changed, so the website  has a revised bus and train timetable.

9. Parish Council Surgeries: The Parish Council has initiated monthly surgeries to enable residents to raise any issues or ideas with Councillors over a cup of coffee and biscuits. The next one is on Saturday 17th December in the Village Centre from 9 to 10a.m. 
10. Parish Council Office opening hours over the holiday period: 

· Mon. 19th Dec:  09:00 – 12:00

· Tues. 20th Dec: Closed

· Wed. 21st & Thur. 22nd Dec: 09:00 – 12:00

· Mon 26th to 2nd Jan: Closed

· Tues. 3rd & Thurs. 5th Jan: 09:00 – 12:30

As the year draws to a close the Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to thank all the residents and organisations who have given up their time to make this village such an enjoyable place to live. In particular we would like to thank our clerk, Susan Wellerd, who does so much for both the council, and as a resident, in initiating and following through on so many ideas and activities.

All it remains now is for the Parish Council to wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas and a good New Year. 
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