Dear Residents,

It might be Summer holiday time, but we still have plenty of news in and around the village.

1. Ashurst Wood walks: After 36 years Arthur Hunt has announced his retirement as leader of walks around Ashurst Wood. His first walk was on Thur. 25th April 1974 and the last on Wed 21st July 2010. For those of many generations who have enjoyed his walks and almost unending knowledge of local history, we all owe him a debt of gratitude. The Parish Council is planning to publish a leaflet with many of his walks. Your E-newsletter producer & editor will be carrying on the tradition, but without the history, and will announce some new walks in the Spring. If you would like to be on a mailing list for future walks then contact Brian Phillips Tel: 01342 824154 or brian@brianandsylvia.com (note the E-newsletter distribution will not be used for walks). 

2. John Pears Pavilion: This facility is available for hire to all organisations and private individuals. There is a kitchen area and toilets, together with chairs and tables of many different sizes. More information and a booking form can be downloaded from http://www.ashurstwoodparishcouncil.gov.uk/Core/Ashurst-Wood-PC/Pages/John_Pears_Pavilion_1.aspx or contact Susan Wellerd on Tel: 01342 823770 E-mail: clerk@ashurstwoodparishcouncil.gov.uk .
3. Neighbourhood Panel: This was a police initiative set up some years ago for communities to raise issues that the police could help to resolve either themselves or using their influence. The Panel is being re-launched, but now dedicated to Ashurst Wood. The first meeting of the new Panel will be on 24th August. Our PCSO, Danny Macleod, will be on hand at the Community Café on that day, so do come and meet her and raise any concerns which can then be taken to the meeting (why not have lunch at the same time?).

4. School Open Day: Ashurst Wood Primary School celebrates its Centenary this year. All past and present pupils, staff, governors and anyone who has or has had an association with school are invited to a “Centenary Reunion” on Sat. 4th September 11:00 to 3:00 p.m. – an ideal opportunity to catch up with old friends while having refreshments.

5. Parish Council Elections: Currently these are scheduled for May 2011, but this is subject to a Government review. Anyone who is eligible to stand is welcome to do so. Printed information and a DVD are available to borrow from the Parish Office (behind St. Dunstan’s Church).  For an informal chat about being a Parish Councillor contact the Clerk, Susan Wellerd Tel: 01342 823770, or any of the present Councillors. 
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