Dear Residents,

Two important reminders this month :  the 2010 Village Meeting on Tuesday 20th April , and a reminder about the planning requirements for new and resurfaced drives. 

1. Annual Village Meeting: Tuesday 20th April 7:30pm at the Village Centre.  Since the 2009 meeting the Parish Council has purchased the Village Centre. Some exciting new enhancements and improvements are being proposed which will be presented at the meeting. In addition there will be the usual subjects of an update on the Village Plan, improvements introduced in the year and status reports on affordable housing and allotments. There will be the usual opportunity to ask questions – not forgetting wine and crisps after the meeting!

2. Village clean up day: Sunday 11th April is our annual village clean up day, meet at the Village Centre at 2 p.m. High visibility vests and appropriate tools will be provided, so please help, the more people volunteer the quicker we can make the village neat and tidy. 

 

3. New or resurfaced drives: In November 2008 we highlighted in our Newsletter a new rule.  Planning permission is required to lay or REPLACE hard surfacing of more than 5 sq metres where rainwater would run off into the road unless permeable surfaces are used or appropriate drains are installed (e.g. a soak away). Planning permission is unlikely to be granted if water will run into the road. The planning enforcement officer has had to visit a number of properties in Ashurst Wood where drives have been resurfaced with non permeable materials. The owners have had to install drains. Please be aware of the requirements, they apply if even if you are renewing a driveway. 

http://www.planningportal.gov.uk/uploads/hhg/houseguide.html 

http://www.communities.gov.uk/publications/planningandbuilding/pavingfrontgardens
Planning laws are complicated, it is always advisable to discuss a project with the Development Control staff at Mid-Sussex District Council.
4. Speedwatch. Following on from the Village Plan a Speedwatch group was formed to measure traffic speeds with the aim of reducing speeding in the village. The initiative was supported by the police and volunteers were trained to operate the speed measuring devices. However, no-one was willing to be the group leader. Our handyman Dick Tyrrell has tried co-ordinate the initiative. If no-one comes forward to lead the group by the end of the summer the project will be reviewed and may have to be abandoned.

5. Ashurst Wood and Forest Row Sports Day: Following on from the very successful day in 2009, the plan for this year is to make it a two day event together with Forest Row. If you have young children or teenagers then make a note of the 11th and 12th August.
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