Economic slowdown and falling housing market hit plans for East Grinstead strategic development 

Mid Sussex District Council has been informed by the developers’ consortium that the planned strategic development of 2,500 homes and a relief road in East Grinstead is no longer financially viable.

The economic downturn is having a major effect on housing development across the country and Mid Sussex is no different. The developers’ consortium was required to deliver a full relief road, education contributions, affordable housing, an integrated transport system and other infrastructure improvements alongside the strategic allocation of 2,500 homes in East Grinstead. It has always been envisaged that the developers would wholly fund the relief road and infrastructure costs from house sales but things have now changed.  They have written to the Council to advise that in the current economic climate, the full strategic development is not economically viable.

The news means it may no longer be possible to deliver the full strategic development in East Grinstead. There are other funding sources available for the relief road but the likelihood of securing funding is considered to be limited. An alternative approach may be required and the District Council will now reassess the options for development in East Grinstead during the progression of the Core Strategy in 2009.

“This news will come as little surprise.  It reflects what we are seeing elsewhere, as the economy heads for a recession which could be prolonged, said Cllr Gordon Marples, Leader of Mid Sussex District Council.

“With the existing plans for the full strategic development no longer financially viable, we must give careful consideration to all our options if we are to find the best way forward for East Grinstead. We will work together with our key partners at the Town and County Councils and the developers’ consortium, as well as stakeholder groups and neighbouring authorities to progress an alternative approach to development if one is required. 

“Most importantly, we will seek to ensure that any proposal for future development in the town delivers, in a timely fashion, the infrastructure needed to create a sustainable and prosperous future for the residents of East Grinstead. This will include essential road and junction improvements to help address the present serious traffic problems in and around the town.“

