Mrs J. Hewitt MA MRTPI

Head of Planning Policy

Planning Policy Division

Mid Sussex District Council

Oaklands Road

Haywards Heath

West Sussex

RH16 1SS

28 June 2006

Dear Mrs Hewitt,

East Grinstead Strategic Development Area Action Plan: Response

Further to the public consultation on the pre-submission documents of the Area Action Plan and following the exhibition and public meeting in the village the Parish Council has the following comments it requests that you to take into consideration when preparing the documents for the next phase of the Area Action Plan. 

The main concerns of the Parish Council are:

1. The detrimental effect that the proposed Relief Road will have on the peace and quiet of the village and the High Weald AONB, and,

2. The infrastructure deficit in relation to the construction of 4500 dwellings in East Grinstead and the effect this number of houses will have on the residents of Ashurst Wood.
Relief Road.

Whilst we appreciate that the Relief Road Option 3 (a) is not the preferred route it is still shown on the plan. If for any reason Option 3 (a) were to be reinstated as the preferred route the Parish Council would be totally opposed due to the severe effects upon the residents of Ashurst Wood caused by traffic and environmental pollution. 

Turning now to the MSDC preferred Relief Road Option 3 (b). The Parish Council is very concerned that this route will lead to a significant increase in traffic through Ashurst Wood. We understand that there may be a reduction of traffic on the A22 Lewes Road between East Grinstead and the junction of Relief Road 3 (b) on the Brambletye Bends. However, because of the severe congestion that will inevitably occur in Forest Row causing long tailbacks on both the A22 and the new Relief Road, traffic (particularly commuter and school run traffic) will ‘rat run’ through Ashurst Wood to avoid the jam.

The ‘rat running’ will be twofold:

1. Traffic travelling south from East Grinstead will cut through Hammerwood Road and Wall Hill Road to avoid the A22 junction with the new Relief Road and the tailback of vehicles on the Lewes Road.

2. Traffic travelling east/west and west/east, from Crawley/Gatwick and the new housing to the south west of East Grinstead, will, due to the congestion in Forest Row, use Park Lane, Hammerwood Road, Woods Hill Lane, Maypole Road, Homestall Road and Shovelstrode Lane to reach the A264 Holtye Road to continue towards Tunbridge Wells and vice versa.

No account of east/west and west/east traffic movements nor weekend north/south and south/north coastal day-trippers appears to have been taken into account by the Traffic Consultants when preparing their Transport Modelling Report. The traffic through Forest Row on a summer weekend can be particularly heavy leading to long tailbacks on the A22. 

It is for the above reasons that the Parish Council considers that the only option that should be pursued for the eastern end of the East Grinstead Relief Road is one that terminates on the A22 south of Forest Row.

Infrastructure Deficit. 

The building of 2500 dwellings to the south west of East Grinstead plus another 2000 dwellings on ‘brownfield’ sites in and around the town will lead to an increase of population of approximately 10,000 and at least an additional 5,000 cars. The Parish Council is very concerned about the effect that this massive 45% increase in size of East Grinstead will have upon the existing residents of Ashurst Wood.  

In particular the Parish Council has severe reservations about the validity of the contents in the relevant sections in the Draft Sustainability Report relating to:

· Water resources 

· Affordable housing 

· Health Care provision

· Transport 

· Education 

· Employment 

· Provision of food stores

· Parking in East Grinstead town centre

· Leisure facilities 

These areas will require far more detailed work to be undertaken to prove that the infrastructure could cope with the planned expansion of East Grinstead.

The Parish Council believe that the proposals as currently detailed in the Pre- Submission Document and Sustainability Appraisal Report will have a detrimental effect upon the residents of Ashurst Wood. There is inadequate detail regarding the infrastructure contained in the documents to give confidence that it will be able to support the 4500 dwellings proposed.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs S Wellerd

Clerk to Ashurst Wood Parish Council

ac. Hon. Nicholas Soames MP

County Cllr. Mrs M. Ball 

County Cllr. Mrs M. Collins DL

District Cllr. S. Barnett 

Mr C. Rolley:  Town Clerk East Grinstead TC


      Mrs R. Rudin: Clerk to Forest Row PC
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