Minutes of the Meeting of the Ashurst Wood Parish Council held at St. Dunstan’s Church Hall, Ashurst Wood on Tuesday 6th May  2008 at 7:45pm.   
Present:
Cllr D Sinclair, Cllr. J Forbes, Cllr I Arnott, Cllr M Box, Cllr A Del Mar, Cllr M Elliott, 

Cllr B Phillips and Cllr Samways

In attendance: Cllr M Collins, PCSO Lock & Susan Wellerd (Clerk)
1. A. 
Election of Chairman
Cllr D. Sinclair unanimously elected

B. 
To receive the Chairman’s declaration of office.

Received
2. A.
Election of Vice- Chairman.
Cllr J Forbes unanimously elected

B. 
To receive the Vice-Chairman’s declaration of office.

Received
3. Apologies for absence.

Cllr P Bridgland: Resolved to accept apologies

4. Appointment of Committees

A. Planning
Cllrs Del Mar, Forbes, Sinclair, Bridgland, Box and Arnott

B. Public Services.
All members of the Parish Council

C. John Pears Management 
It was agreed that this committee should meet annually.

Cllrs. Box, Forbes and Sinclair. Mrs Lester (Youth Club) Ms Ponsford ( Spring Meadow) Mrs Bizios (Pears Pork)

D. Accommodation 
Cllrs Del Mar, Forbes, Samways, Arnott & Sinclair.
5. Representation to Outside Bodies

A. Ashurst Wood Village Centre Management committee
Cllr Bridgland
B. Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils
Cllr Forbes
C. Ashurst Wood Youth Club Management Committee
Cllr Sinclair
D. Neighbourhood Watch / Local Action Team
Cllr Arnott
E. West Sussex County Council Local Committee
Cllrs Sinclair & Samways
F. Conservation Group
Cllr Arnott
6. Financial Matters

A. To confirm contracts, agreements and insurances

i. Parish Council Insurance
Resolved : Allianz Insurance Co. Ltd
ii. EDF Energy Public lighting Agreement
iii. West Sussex County Council Contracting Services- Street Lighting Maintenance
iv. Re-appointment of Internal Auditor – Peter Carr
v. Rural Management Agreement- MSDC re John Pears site
vi. Direct Debit payment to Supanet for internet service

vii. Direct Debit payment to Conservation Group for storage

viii. Provision of Shopping Bus service
All items 6 A ii- viii Resolved to approve.

ix. Provision of refuse freighter
Approved – with proviso that the use of this is closely monitored in 2008 

x. Website provider – Vision 
Approved.
xi. Microshade for accounts backup
To be carried forward to June meeting
B. Subscriptions & affiliations
i. Sussex Association of Local Councils
ii. Farming & Wildlife Conservation

iii. Society of Local Council Clerks

iv. Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils (MidSALC)
v. East Grinstead Council for Voluntary Service
vi. Campaign for Protection of Rural England

vii. Action in Rural Sussex


Resolved: to approve all items 6B i.- vii.
The Chairman suspended the Meeting to receive Public Questions and County Councillors and PCSO report.

7. To receive Declaration of Prejudicial and Personal Interest from Members in respect      of any matter on the Agenda.

None
8. Chairman’s Announcements


To give notice of any items of which the Chairman has had prior notice, which in his opinion are of sufficient urgency that they may be considered at an appropriate time during the meeting.
Notification regarding proposal to close BT call box on A22- members objected on the grounds of safety.
9. Minutes 
Resolved: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 1st April 2008 as circulated

were confirmed as an accurate record of the Meeting. 

10. To receive the Minutes of Committees and to consider any recommendations arising  therefrom.

A. Planning
Minutes of the meeting held on 1st April Approved.

28th April – not available
B. Public Services
Not available.
11. To receive Clerk’s Report

A. Report 
Noted
12. To consider a finance report.

A. Accounts to pay
Approved as per attached list.

B. Budget report to date. 
Noted.
13. Councillors reports from outside bodies.
Cllr Forbes had attended MidSALC / MSDC joint conference with the Clerk

Cllr Forbes- Standards Committee

Cllr Arnott Neighbourhood Watch

Cllr Sinclair Speedwatch.- this will start following the training in June.

14. To consider items of correspondence. 

A. Mid Sussex DC - Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA)
It was noted that the community are not in favour of any development in the village. The Council also noted that various sites had been proposed for small scale housing but under teh present planning rules rejected. The Council agreed that its response should be that it is not aware of any new sites.

B. MSDC Rural issues consultation. 
Noted

C. WSCC Estimate for street lighting in Maypole Road.
Resolved: £2000 for two new lights in Maypole Rd- subject to the land owners approval.

D. Councillors Training
Local dates to follow
E. West Sussex Mediation service – request for grant.
As no referrals in Ashurst Wood no grant can be made.

F. Garden Party nomination.
Mrs Angela Howard for her work as a Councillor, issuing travel passes and community involvement.

G. Village of the year second round.

Noted.- Cllr Forbes to represent members.
15. Annual Village Meeting 

It was agreed that this was a success with very good public turnout. Agreed that a better sound system could be employed next year.

16. Annual Report
To be completed by next meeting.

17. Annual return 
To be completed at June meeting.

18. Parish Council accommodation 

a. Letter from Chichester Diocese.
The approval for the Council to pursue the option in respect of the Village Centre was noted. The PCC need to be consulted again and the Accommodation Committee to meet.

b. To approve estimate from District Valuer.
Resolved: To approve expenditure to a maximum of 10 hours £15000.

Resolved: Hedleys Solicitors to be appointed.

19. Village Plan.
It was noted that additional volunteers would be needed to work on some of the areas in need of further investigation. Cllr Phillips to summarise what is needed.

20. Affordable Housing
It was noted that one land owner has reacted negatively to an approach and the Highways Authority had expressed concerns about some of the other sites – English Rural Housing are continuing to contact land owners.

21. Code of Conduct 
Cllr Forbes told the meeting that complaints are now to be dealt with at the local level and the Standards Board would continue to deal with training.

22. Conservation Group
Spring Clean was successful.

23. Dates of Meetings from May 2008
Parish Council first Tuesday of every month except August and January. 

Public Services third Tuesday bi-monthly with next meeting to be held in May.

24. Matters for reporting or inclusion on future agenda.- Scheme of delegation, review of portfolio. Emergency Plan for Public Services.
Meeting closed at 9.45pm
Chairman.....................

Date............................. 

