Minutes of the Meeting of the Ashurst Wood Parish Council held at St. Dunstan’s Church Hall, Ashurst Wood on Tuesday 5th February 2008 at 7:45pm.

Present:
Cllr. J Forbes, Cllr I Arnott, Cllr M Box, Cllr P Bridgland, Cllr M Elliott, Cllr B Phillips and Cllr. J Samways

In attendance: County Councillors Mrs Ball and Mrs Collins, four members of the public and Susan Wellerd (Clerk)
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
Cllr Collins told the meeting that the West Sussex County Council budget had been sent with a 4.94% increase in that element of the Council tax. She also said that she believed Sussex Police would have a similar increase. This does not meet with inflation. The next County Local Committee meeting will be held on 17th March 2008 in the village centre. Neil Smith Northern Highways Manager will be present and adult services will be discussed.
Cllr Collins then gave a brief history behind the introduction of the 30mph speed limit. The speed activated signs are due to be commissioned shortly. 

A member of the public asked if the Parish Council were planning to reconvene the steering committee to discus the response to Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC) Core Strategy pre submission. This was confirmed. He also asked if the Council were aware that route 3b would put traffic onto the Brambletye Bends and was assured that this was a matter of concern to members. 
Cllr Ball told the meeting that the Health Scrutiny Committee was looking at the “Fit for the Future” proposal and would be making a decision on this in May 2008.

A member of the public expressed concerns about getting access onto the A22 from the village and believed that this had become more problematic since the introduction of the 30mph speed limit. The comment was made that slow traffic can be more dangerous than moderate speeds. Cllr Collins said there would be a review after 6 months. It was agreed that any business vehicles exceeding the limit and intimidating other drivers should be reported.
111. Apologies for absence.
A Del Mar and Cllr D Sinclair

Resolved: to accept apologies.
112. To receive Declaration of Prejudicial and Personal Interest from Members    respect of any matter on the Agenda.
Item 8a – Cllr Phillips expenses claim
113. Chairman’s Announcements


To give notice of any items of which the Chairman has had prior notice, which in his opinion are of sufficient urgency that they may be considered at an appropriate time during the meeting.
a.Consultation with date due before next meeting on signs to be placed on A22 re MOT centre.
Resolved: to object to these signs on grounds of safety as A22 / Hammerwood Road junction is already of concern to the Council.

114. Minutes 
Resolved: Minutes of the Council meeting held on  4th December 2007 as circulated were confirmed as an accurate record of the Meeting. 

115. To receive the Minutes of Committees and to consider any recommendations arising:

a.
Planning

None available


b.    Public Services
 MSDC Concessionary Fares Scheme

Resolved: to retain the Parish Council Subsidy at £7.00

Resolved: 2 Freighter collections for 2008

Recommended: To commission a feasibility and risk management study regarding this junction. 

This recommendation was noted but any resolution should be postponed to await any further improvements by the County council.

116. Summer Fair Steering Committee

a. Adoption of Summer Fair Steering Committee 
Resolved: to appoint a Summer Fair Steering Committee

b. Minutes of January Meeting

Resolved: to adopt minutes.
117. Clerk’s report


a. Report as circulated
Report was noted. Cllr Phillips said tht he and Cllr Arnott would be walking around the village to discuss specific sites where parking is a problem.


b Risk assessment review
Cllrs Elliott  & Samways to work with Clerk on this.

c. Clerk’s Training Day


Resolved: to to attend networking day in March 2008.
118. To consider a finance report.

a. Accounts to pay 
Payments as circulated were approved as attached.


b. Budget report to date. 
Noted.


c. Asset Register Review
Approved as circulated. Depreciation as recommended by Clerk to be introduced. (amended register as attached)
119. Councillors reports from outside bodies 

a. County Local Committee. (CLC)
Cllr Forbes reported that Cllr Sinclair had attended the last CLC and reported on main points as available in the minutes of the meeting.
b. Cllr Phillips had visited the Burgess Hill waste site – report as attached. He said that it is a very interesting site and that a new facility will be built at Ford. There are still long term concerns about future landfill. He said the Burgess Hill site was very impressive with effective staff and the improvements to the Imberhorne site should be good.

Cllr Bridgland said the Village Centre has progressed work on the new boiler and is now looking at installation and obtaining grants to fund this.

Cllr Phillips had attended the Commission for Rural Communities launch in London. A report has been circulated. He commented that this was a very professional but expensive event.

120. To consider items of correspondence
a..Freedom Of Information Act – new model publication scheme.
Noted.



b. Councillors Commission. 


Noted



c. 4 sight – request for grant
Resolved: grant of £250 awarded.



d. West Sussex Mediation Service. Request for grant
Resolved: not to award a grant in current financial year.



e.  Ashurst Wood Youth Club. Request for grant.
Resolved: grant of £111 awarded.



f. NALC conference.
Resolved: two people to go with a maximum budget of £800



g. Mid Sussex County Council- Core Strategy Pre-Submission Document
Summaries to be copied to all members. East Grinstead Town Council (EGTC)response to be looked at. Consultation with EGTC and Forest Row Parish Council prior to response.
Resolved: Steering Committee to be reconvened. Non Parish Council members to be invited to attend.

Councillors Arnott, Samways and Forbes to serve on this committee

Draft response to be circulated to members before March Parish Council meeting.

121. Review of internal audit.
Internal Auditor- Terms of reference.

Resolved: to approve as circulated.

Member training. Clerk to undertake periodic training of members on matters of concern in respect of audit and financial procedure.

Audit plan

To be drafted for March meeting.
122. Highways 
a. forward works programme.
It was noted that Wall Hill Road and Cansiron Lane had been dropped from the programme.

b. A22 Speed limit correspondence.
Members discussed the points made by the public but considered that the 30mph limit was safer than previous 40mph. 

In order to improve the A22 Hammerwood Road junction County Council Highways to be asked to install a visible island adjacent to the junction on the A22. This would prevent dangerous overtaking and act as an aid for pedestrians crossing the A22.
123. MSDC Rural Issues follow up meeting
Notes to be circulated. 
124. Annual Parish Meeting. 
Resolved: Annual Parish meeting to be held on 28th April 2008.

To include village plan update. Summer Fair presentation and Conservation group.

125. Parish Council Map.
The County Council were thanked for their help and support in obtaining & financing this.

Resolved: Frame to be bought for map cost not to exceed £40

126. Affordable Housing 
Next meeting to be held in March where approach to land owners will be discussed.

127. Village Plan.

a. Update

Private business list- this still needs updating. Volunteer to be sought at Annual Parish Meeting.

b. P.R Equipment budget.


A screen and microphone system need to be sourced. It was agreed that further investigations would be made before agreeing any expenditure.

128. Parish Council accommodation.
Nothing to report.
129. Matters for reporting or inclusion on future agenda.
Clerk’s Pension

Sussex Air Ambulance request for grant

Core Strategy

Meeting closed at 9.30pm

Chairman.....................

Date.............................
