MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHURST WOOD PARISH COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 

2 SEPTEMBER 2008 at 7.45pm at St Dunstan’s Church Hall
PRESENT:

Cllrs Sinclair (Chairman), Arnott,  Box, Bridgland, Del Mar, Elliott, 



Forbes and Phillips.

IN ATTENDANCE:
County Councillor Margaret Collins, PCSO George Lock, Wendy 



Stacey and two members of the public.

Public Time
County Councillor Collins reported that:
· Following the electoral review, the double member wards would go back to single member. The Electoral Division for this area would be renamed ‘East Grinstead South and Ashurst Wood’.

· The next CLC Meeting would be held on 8 September and among the topics to be discussed were Support for Older People and Management of County Council roundabouts.

· She had spoken to the Area Highway Manager concerning the proposed pedestrian refuge at the Hammerwood Road junction and he had given an approximate indication of cost. (This matter would be discussed later on the agenda)

· There was currently a vacancy on the Governing Body of Ashurst Wood School and she asked for names of any possible candidates.

· The latest housing figures for the county were 74600 homes to be built by 2026 – this meant an additional 2000 for the Mid Sussex area.  

PCSO George Lock reported that:

· He was still receiving complaints about the early activation (at about 27mph) of the 30mph signs on the A22. He would again ask Highways to check and re-calibrate.

· Neighbourhood Panel – this had been set up for Ashurst Wood and Herontye and would meet approx. every ten weeks to highlight issues that he would investigate and action.  Currently he had six volunteers but needed more. (Note: Cllr Phillips was one of the volunteers)
Mr Dixon spoke about his objection to the street light recently installed in the grounds of the Village Centre opposite his house. He had already expressed his view by letter. The matter would be considered at the Public Services meeting on 9th September 2008.
57.
Apologies for absence – Cllr Samways (away on business)
58.
Declaration of Interests from Members in respect of any items on the Agenda – 
none

59.
Chairman’s Announcements


The Chairman gave notice of an item received that 
was of sufficient urgency that it 
might be considered at an appropriate time in the meeting
· From the Community Pre-School concerning an application for grant for toys and equipment  
It was AGREED that this item should be considered with other correspondence (minute no. 66 (e) )
60.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on 1 July 2008 were agreed and signed as a 
correct record.
61.
Minutes of Committees

a) Planning Committee: Minutes of the meeting held on 29 July 2008 were not 


available – to be deferred to the next meeting


b) Public Services Committee: Cllr Del Mar presented the minutes of the meeting 

held on 15 July 2008 and highlighted the four recommendations. 

REPORT ACCEPTED AND RECOMMENDATIONS ADOPTED
62.
Clerk’s Report

· The Chairman highlighted the diary dates especially the Councillors Training Session run by the Sussex Association to be held on 16 September at John Pears Pavilion.

· Letters from Mr Dixon concerning the new street light in Maypole Road – it was AGREED that this matter be deferred to the meeting of the Public Services Committee to be held on 9 September.
63.
Finance Report

a) Accounts to pay: the list was circulated at the meeting



RESOLVED: Payments approved (copy in minute book)


b) Budget Report: the report was circulated at the meeting and NOTED.

64.
Risk Assessment 

Cllr Samways had sent a report confirming that work was in progress following a 
meeting with the Clerk and the Handyman.  He would report fully at the meeting of 
the Public Services Committee.

65.
Reports from Outside Bodies
a) Village Centre Management Committee – Cllr Bridgland reported that he had attended the last meeting and the insulation work was now complete.

b) St Dunstan’s Development Committee  - Cllr Arnott reported that planning for the project was well underway. The last meeting had been with the Architect and more detailed items were now under discussion.
c) Village Plan – Cllr Phillips reported that Plumpton Parish had now produced their Village Plan and the cover design was very similar to Ashurst Wood’s plan.  Cllr Phillips and the Chairman had been advising the Plumpton Steering Group on the plan process.

d) Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils – Cllr Forbes had bee re-elected on to the Standards Committee.  She had also attended the Mid Sussex Garden Party where Mrs Angie Howard from the Post Office had received an award.

e) WSCC – The Chairman had attended a meeting at Haywards Heath Town Hall where the topic was ‘Sustainable Communities’.

66.
Correspondence
a) St Dunstan’s Development Project: a request for a substantial grant towards the development of the new hall and drop in centre had been received. Members were happy to give this request consideration but would not want to prejudice grants to other needy causes.  As the Parish Council were tenants of the Church Office and Hall it was AGREED to defer consideration to the Accommodation Committee.
b) Queen Victoria Hospital Redevelopment: although not a formal consultation a request for community feedback had been made.  Members AGREED to support the proposals and respond accordingly.

c) Action in Rural Sussex/SALC AGMs and Annual Conference: it was AGREED to send one delegate to this event and approved the cost of lunch (£16).

d) British Heart Foundation: a request for financial support.  It was AGREED that it was not appropriate for the Parish Council to support national charities in this way.

e) Ashurst Wood Community Pre-School: the Pre-school were currently running at a loss and any money raised by increasing fees or fundraising was used towards operating costs not leaving any money for purchasing new toys and equipment.  They had asked for a grant for purchase of toys and had supplied a list of wanted items totalling just over £500. It was AGREED to make a grant of £250 to purchase the highest priority items on the list supplied. It was also suggested that the Pre-school explore other avenues of funding.
67.
Mid Sussex District Council Rural Issues Background Paper – Consultation
Cllr Forbes reported on the meetings she had attended.  Ashurst Wood had been placed 9th out of 28 villages and the village was considered a ‘local service centre’ because of its good bus service and range of shops.  However there were constraints because of its situation within the AONB.  The village had been designated an Intermediate Growth Potential Area.  This restricted growth to a maximum of thirty new dwellings limited to local need.  The Ivy Dene Industrial Estate would also be retained.  Members felt this designation was acceptable and agreed to inform Mid Sussex accordingly.
68.
A22 Pedestrian Refuge
The refuge had been requested to improve road safety at the junction with Hammerwood Road. The County Council had requested a contribution from the Parish Council but more precise costings were needed before a decision could be made.  It was AGREED to refer the matter to the Public Services Committee for further consideration and to request a meeting with West Sussex Highways to discuss this matter and other issues in the village.
69.
Village Plan

Cllr Phillips reported:
· 11 – 18 year olds and schools – It was confirmed that AiRS would facilitate and give advice

· List of Businesses – update in progress

· Cycling – Cllr Phillips had visited Denmark recently and had looked at the way cycle paths were provided there.  He would produce a report on the way such a system could work in and around Ashurst Wood.

70.
Affordable Housing

Nothing to report.  It was suggested that a meeting of the Sub Group should be 
arranged shortly.
71.
Parish Council Accommodation
Details were awaited from the District Valuer – the Clerk to chase.  When this information had been received a meeting of the Accommodation Committee would be arranged.
72.
Items for noting or inclusion on a future agenda
· To decide matters to be raised by Cllr Phillips at the regular Neighbourhood Panel Meetings
The meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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