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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF ASHURST WOOD PARISH COUNCIL held on TUESDAY 

2nd  DECEMBER 2008 at 7.45pm at St Dunstan’s Church Hall
PRESENT:
Cllrs Sinclair (Chairman), Arnott, Box, Bridgland, Del Mar, Forbes, and Samways.
IN ATTENDANCE:
Susan Wellerd (Clerk)
Public Question Time
111. Apologies for absence.

Cllr Phillips & Elliott. reasons for absence approved.

112. Declaration of Interests from Members in respect of any items on the Agenda 

None

113. Chairman’s Announcements


a. Cllr Sinclair expressed the Council’s best wishes for Cllr Collins speedy recovery. As the other County Councillor representing Ashurst Wood was under suspension, Ashurst Wood is currently not being represented at County level and this was a matter of concern.

b. Neighbourhood watch had reported a distraction burglary and details were read to the meeting.
114. Minutes 
Minutes of the Council meeting held on 4th November  2008 were agreed and signed as a correct record.

115. To receive the Minutes of Committees and to consider any recommendations arising:



a. Planning 18 November,  29 July &  9th  September  2008

Minutes approved .


b. Summer Fair 10 November 2008


Minutes approved and adopted.
Resolved: 50% of surplus to go to Ashurst Wood School, 30% to St Dunstan’s Church, 20% to Ashurst Wood Pre-School. The allocation will be subject to limits of section 137.

Members agreed that the Steering Committee are doing an excellent job and the Council Chairman encouraged members to become involved.



c. Public Services

Greening – resolution to be made at February meeting.
116. Affordable Housing .

Meeting with Council representatives, Mid Sussex Planners, English Rural Housing, Mid Sussex Housing officer, Action in Rural Sussex and landowners representatives to be held on 12th December 2008.
117. Clerk’s report 

Summer sports event: Council in support of this – for February agenda.


Other information noted.

118. 2009/10 Parish Council Budget.



a. Resolved: Precept of £36400 to be set for 2009/10



b. Resolved:  Budget proposal as circulated. (copy in minute book)
119. To consider a finance report.



a. Accounts to pay 


RESOLVED: Payments approved (copy in minute book)


b. Budget report to date. – noted.
120.  Finance Committee.

Resolved: Finance Committee to be set up.

It was agreed that this would allow for greater scrutiny and be a more expedient way to deal with Financial matters.

1st meeting to be held on 13th January 2009 7.45pm

Cllrs Del Mar, Phillips and Bridgland with Cllrs Sinclair and Forbes ex-officio.

121. Councillors reports from outside bodies


Cllr Bridgland had been unable to attend the last Village Centre Trustees meeting.

Cllr Arnott reported that the Church Development was making good progress.


Cllr Forbes had attended Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils meeting which had received a presentation on road traffic policing by Superintendent Steve Barry.


Joint meeting with Forest Row PC, West Sussex Highways & East Sussex Highways.


Cllr Sinclair reported on the meeting to discuss cross boarder issues. It was agreed that the notes from the meeting be circulated. It was also agreed to consult residents regarding the position of village gateways.

122. Parish Council Grants Policy. 

Resolved: Approved Policy – (copy in Minute book)
123. To consider items of correspondence



a. Victim Support Sussex 


Resolved: £50 grant to be made


Cllr Forbes left the meeting 9pm


b. 4sight 


Resolved: £250 grant to be made.



c. Wall Hill Road pedestrian incident.

This area had been discussed at the joint meeting with East Sussex & Forest Row. The Council recognise it is a dangerous area and need to ascertain ownership of the land needed to create a pathway.
Public Services to pursue.

124. Freedom of Information Act

 
Resolved: to adopt new scheme of publication. (copy on minute book)
125. Street Lighting Private Finance Initiative.


Resolved: to join West Sussex County Council Scheme.

126. Code of Conduct .


New proposals to include employees noted.

127. Quotation for Chairman’s Badge of Office.

Members agreed not to pursue this at present.

128. Village Plan.

Nothing to report

129. Village Centre.

Diocesan Valuer has visited the site – hope to have an offer in by Christmas.

130. Councillors’ allowances and expenses.
Members agreed not to change current policy – no allowances to be paid but mileage and expenses can be claimed.

131. Matters for reporting or inclusion on future agenda. 

None

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

Chairman. ..............
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