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HALLMARK

a quality standards scheme for village halls





This Hall, visited in July for Hallmark 2 and last December for Hallmark 1, was again found in the same excellent condition.  There were no outstanding items from the previous visit.

The visit took place on a Monday afternoon with the Chairman and Secretary.  Information was readily provided in answering the assessment questions raised by the Hallmark checklist.

The transfer of ownership of the Village Centre building and site, anticipated in our Hallmark 2 report, from the Diocese of Chichester to the Parish Council has now been accomplished.  Plans are in hand for an extension, relocating the kitchen and providing an office for the Parish Clerk and a second meeting room.

In addition the extension will bring other improvements such as baby changing facilities, better access for disabled people and induction hearing loops.

Tuesdays remain the only weekday where the centre is not used every week, due in main to long standing use by the local badminton club, whose support was vital in former times.  However their use is declining and the one-day per month they currently require, prevents more regular use by others.

The committee’s attempts to attract under 18 year olds to use the centre, have been frustrated by the Youth Clubs understandable preference for the nearby John Pears Pavilion.

The centre had recently held its first Christmas Market, which proved to a great success and a useful in promoting the centre to the community at large.

There is limited car parking space at the centre, consequently rather than assign a permanent designated parking spot for disabled persons, a temporary space is allocated when necessary.

Everything was found to be in very good order and all Hallmark guidelines met.  We are therefore happy to award Hallmark Level 3 to Ashurst Wood Village Centre.

Richard Spencer and David Robins

Visitors  ---  7th December 2009
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