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A BRIEF HISTORY OF
ASHURST WOOD

Pre-History
The earliest fact known about Ashurst Wood is that Lewes Road - Hammerwood Road -
Cansiron Lane has been a ridgeway track for animals and man for at least 5000 years.

Romans
The Romans left no visible remains in Ashurst Wood village, but there are many signs of the
iron factory and tile works at the Holtye end of Cansiron Lane.

1066 and All That
By 1066 our area had been settled to the extent that we had a substantial farm group on either
side of today's village; Brambletye to the south with its demesne farm, one large farmer and
many smallholders; Shovelstrode to the north with a demesne farm, one large farmer and
three smallholders.

Elizabethan Era
An era known as the 'Great Rebuilding' began during the Elizabethan period. Many of the
substantial properties built here during that time still remain, albeit in much modified form.
These include Grove Farm, Pock Hill, Great Surries, Great and Little Cansiron, Little Beeches
(now sub-divided), Little Water, Homestall (Dutton Hall now added from Cheshire) and
several others.

Civil War
Just before the Civil War in 1631 Brambletye House was built, a truly great house by any
standard. Unfortunately it did not survive the perils of Oliver Cromwell and his men and by
the end of that century was a ruin as you see it today.

18th Century
By 1725 the Three Crowns Inn or Public House appears in the records, although we do not
know its precise age.

Victorian Times
It is only in the Victorian era that signs of a village as we know it appeared. Apart from more
house building, the village gained a church, a school and another pub.

The church we now know as St. Dunstan's was originally built in 1859 as a Congregational
church. The Church of England used the Mission Room built in 1884 (now a private dwelling)
and only acquired the present building in 1977. It was rededicated in 1979.

The school opened in 1873 with 35 pupils and was situated in Hammerwood Road. Pupil
numbers grew and in 1910 they moved to the site of the present school.

Records show that the recreation ground was used as a cricket ground as early as 1896, but
football is not recorded until the 1920's.

20th Century
In the 20th century we gained the W.I. (1917), a war memorial (1921), the Village Centre
(1930) and many more houses. In 1970 John Pears Field was dedicated as a memorial and has
become a source of much enjoyment.



VILLAGE PLANS

How Village Plans developed

1990s - Village Appraisals Initiative by villages to determine their own destiny

2000 - Rural White Paper Government initiative for greater local involvement

2004 - Vital Villages Countryside Agency support to Village Plans

2005 — Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) grants

Benetfits of a Village Plan

Creates improvement actions and gives opportunity for residents to be heard

Encourages understanding and working together in the community

Creates a plan for councils & justifies funding at local, district & county levels

Informs other bodies of agreed strategies

Ashurst Wood Village Plan

July 2005
Mar 2006
Jun 2006

Apr 2007

Project No.

Inaugural meeting of Village Plan Steering Committee
Stand at Historians Exhibition to generate voluntary support
Questionnaire distributed and collected

Plan launched at Annual Parish Meeting
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SAMPLE ANALYSIS CHARTS

45%

‘Population Spread by Age‘

This chart is the most important as it 40%

validates the results of this 5% B Census 2001
questionnaire. It compares the age O'Survey 2006
distribution from the 2001 census 30% |

with that of the 2006 questionnaire.

As can be seen the percentage 25% 1

distribution by age is almost identical

. . . 20% -
in every age group. This confirms that

the data in the Village Plan survey 15% |
(401 responses representing a 55%
return), represents the views of the 10% 1

residents of Ashurst Wood. s |

0%
<18

There were a number of questions relating to traffic safety which
have resulted in specific projects detailed in the following pages.
This sample chart shows residents views on the location of
speeding traffic.

60%- Question 5b)
Location of speeding

50%-

40%

30%—

20%

No roads
dominate in
"other"

10%-

0%
Wall Hill Woods Hill School Lane  Maypole Road Hammerwood Lewes Road Other
Lane Road

The children at A/W Primary School filled out their own adapted
questionnaire. This has provided some very useful and mainly
unbiased opinions. This chart shows their views on litter and dog bins.

Children 7-11years old at A/W Primary School

Litter and dog bins
80%

70% - Enough litter bins? Enough dog bins?
60% - Litter bins needed: Yes Dog bins needed:
-John Pears field -John Pears field
-Outside school -School Lane
50% -Maypole Road by shops | |-Recreation ground
° -Recreation gound -Dirty Lane

-By all bus stops -Cansiron Lane

40%

30%

20% m

10%

0%

DI

%

19-34 Age Groups 35-59 60+

Questions relating to children and their
attendance of play groups or schools have not
led to any specific Projects, but the data may
prove useful at some later date.

Question 10a)
Children 0-4 years old attending what?

No response)

Spring Meadow
Parent baby/toddler|

A/W Preschool

Communication with residents will be a
key Project. This chart gives a view on
where people seek information.

Question13a)

Other methods:
-Word of mouth
-Post Office

Council News-letter

To request a full set of charts, see contacts on inside back cover
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PROJECT NO.1 IMPROVING COMMUNICATION

Issue

e Less than 50% of residents obtain information from the Parish Council
Newsletter. Greater percentages obtain their information from the Parish
News (published by the local church) and the local newspapers

o Although slightly less than half of respondents knew that the Parish Council
has a website, 57% said that they would use it

e Responses to other sections of the questionnaire demonstrated a low level of
knowledge about local authority services

e 51% of respondents know who their Parish Councillors are; fewer know the
names of their District and County Councillors

Why take action
o Effective communication is important in order that residents :
* Know how to access local authority and other public services
and who to contact
* Are aware of initiatives that may affect them and action they can take
* Are aware of local facilities, organisations and events

How
e Investigate ways in which information can be communicated to residents
more effectively

Who by

e Ashurst Wood Parish Council

Action Timescale (target)
Explore ways to improve communication Autumn 2007

with local residents

Implement steps identified for improving Winter 2007
communication

Keep communication with residents under Ongoing
review
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PROJECT NO.2  BUS SERVICES

Issue

o Just over 50% of respondents said that they would use their car less if
there were better alternatives

e Around 34% of respondents said that they would use public transport
more if there was a better service (mainly described as more frequent
buses at more convenient times)

Why take action

e Although the bus service to and from East Grinstead is reasonable, factors
discouraging use are insufficient buses in the early morning and the
evening and perceived poor connections with the trains

e Increased use of public transport would reduce pollution and traffic
congestion

e Reducing the number of car journeys in and through Ashurst Wood would
improve the environment in the village and make it a more pleasant place
to live

How

e Explore with the bus companies the scope for a service better tailored to
residents’ needs in the early morning and the evening

e Encourage greater use by increased publicity of bus times

Who by
e Ashurst Wood Parish Council with the bus companies and West Sussex
County Council
Action Timescale (target)
Initiate discussions with bus Winter 2007

companies and the County Council

Publicise bus timetables more widely Winter 2007

Public Transport

Review outcome of discussions and Ongoing
increased publicity






























PROJECT NO. 17 MEETING PLACES AND SOCIAL EVENTS

Issue

e Only 10% of respondents think that the facilities at the pavilion on the recreation
ground are good and only 20% think that the facilities at St Dunstan’s Church
Hall are good

e There is insufficient accommodation with modern facilities for letting, suitable
for the needs of the various clubs and organisations

e A significant number of respondents said that they would like to see more village
events in which they could participate

Why take action

e To provide a range of different facilities that can complement the other public
facilities in the village and can be used to maintain the social life of the village

e To maintain and improve the community spirit for which the village is renowned

How

o Investigate possible sources of funding for improvements to the pavilion on the
recreation ground

o Explore ways in which St Dunstan’s Church can be assisted in improving their
hall to provide modern letting space for those requiring smaller accommodation

e Bring a number of individual events together into a combined social event (or
events)

o Seek wide cross section of volunteers so that event (or events) have appeal to all
sections of the community in the village

Who by

e Ashurst Wood Parish Council with Mid Sussex District Council

e Explore setting up a Co-ordinating Group to investigate the organisation of a
major social event (s) that will bring all sections of the community together

o317 obej|rn

Action Timescale (target)

Liaise with St Dunstan’s Church about Winter 2007
providing assistance with development project

Set up social events Co-ordinating Group Autumn 2007
Annual event to be held in the summer Summer 2008
Discuss improvements to the pavilion with Winter 2009

sports clubs using the recreation ground
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Businesses

PROJECT NO. 18 BUSINESSES IN THE VILLAGE

Issue

e A number of Ashurst Wood businesses were seeking staff

e Many residents were unaware of businesses operating in the village

e Most businesses expressed interest in having their name on a business
directory

Why take action

e Improve means for businesses to communicate their presence and their
staffing needs

e Potential to increase trade and, therefore, viability of local businesses

e Benefits in residents being able to source goods and services locally

How

e Set up and maintain a directory of businesses including those operating
from home

e Provide means for publication, distribution and / or display of business
information

Who by

e Ashurst Wood Parish Council with all businesses

Action Timescale (target)
Contact all businesses and collate business Winter 2007
data
Decide on communication means See Project 1
Publish and distribute data Summer 2008
Set up process to keep data up to date Ongoing
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Thanks

The preparation of the Village Plan has been led by a Steering Committee comprising
the following local people who have given their time to produce what, we hope you will
agree, is a very worthwhile document:

Brian Phillips (Chairman)
Keith Stacey (Secretary)
Steve Barnett

Keith and Kate Bryant
Ann Duncan

Tanya Hayman

John Mills

Rodabe Rudin

Don Sinclair

Wendy Stacey

Karel Stockley

Alice Tyrrell

We would also like to express our gratitude to all those who helped us deliver and
collect the questionnaire. Without this support we would not have been able to
achieve the 55% return, which is one of the highest in the County. Many of these
same people also helped with analysing the questionnaire results and we would again
like to thank them for their help.

Thanks also go to the staff of Ashurst Wood Primary School for the creation of a
separate questionnaire and to the 120 children who contributed responses.

Finally, we would like to record our thanks to the following organisations and
businesses that have contributed towards the costs or donated prizes or other items
and, in the case of the News Store, delivered flyers with the newspapers:

Ashurst Wood Parish Council

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)
Action in Rural Sussex (AiRS)

Allan Martin Meats

Maypole Inn

Three Crowns

Jons Hair Fashions

Hazel Ann Florists

News Store

Premier Store (Spar!)

Contacts for more information
If you have any comments or would like more information then do not hesitate to
contact either:

Brian Phillips Tel: 01342 824154 E-mail: brian@brianandsylvia.com
Keith Stacey Tel: 01342 323880 E-mail: keith@keithandwendy.net

Prepared by Ashurst Wood Village Plan Steering Committee
with the approval of Ashurst Wood Parish Council
Printed by Design to Print, Forest Row, RH18 sHE
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