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Ashurst Wood Affordable Housing 
Community Consultation 10.02.2011
Summary Feedback Report

Background

This is a summary of the comments received via feedback forms either completed at the community consultation event held on Thursday 10th February 2011 or subsequently passed on to Action in rural Sussex. These comments relate to the proposal to develop 12 units of affordable housing in a parcel of land along Hammerwood road, Ashurst Wood. The community consultation event was advertised via a newsletter sent to every household in the parish two weeks prior to the event, an E-mail Newsletter as well as via posters put around the village; this was undertaken by the parish council. The event was well attended by local residents (131 signed in) between the hours of 3pm and 7.00pm. The event was also attended by members of Ashurst Wood Parish Council, a Mid Sussex District Council housing officer, three representatives from English Rural  Housing Association and the rural housing enabler from Action in rural Sussex. 
Feedback
Overall 64 feedback forms were completed and returned, followed by 2 letters; therefore the total number of respondents is 66. These represent 47 respondents who are in favour of the proposed development, 10 who do not state either way and 9 who are against it. A summary of the respondent’s feedback is provided in this order.
Those in support – Comments, issues and ideas 
The comments made by those 47 respondents in support of the development were as follows;

	Comment
	Frequency

	Need for affordable housing 

(to keep young people and families in the village – 10, and to help older people – 2)
	23

	Quality of the plans / design
	18

	Good location 
	12

	Good tree retention
	4

	Maintain a vibrant community 
(not stagnate – 1, thriving – 1 not dead – 1, not a commuter belt - 1)
	4

	Support local people
	4

	Support the school
	4


The following supporting comments were also made (once): 
It will help with community cohesion, intergenerational support (e.g. during extreme weather – supporting the elderly and for childcare) children will be able to play on the site, traffic is not a problem apart from school times, that it is only 12 units, is an opportunity for first time buyers,  would like to see more in the future, Hammerwood road is wide enough, a good rural exception site, good sized gardens, will support the pre-school, shop and businesses and that it is close to amenities, is central and has a pavement to the village.

The issues of concern raised by those in support of the proposal were; 

	Comment
	Frequency

	Access to the site (& visibility – 2)
	5

	Parking (school issue – 3)
	5

	Traffic (general )
	3

	HGV’s on the road (during construction)
	2


The following list of concerns from these respondents were all mentioned once:
Noise, Noise and dust for neighbours during construction, speeding, no pavement on one side, lack of water on the site and that screening is important.

The ideas suggested by these respondents were;

More parking for visitors (4 respondents comments) double yellow lines (2 comments) speed bumps, trim the entrance back, thought needs to be given to congested parking which obscures sight lines (traffic from Cansiron lane) and there should be more homes (all comments made once). Questions raised by these respondents were; is there enough parking? And will they be eco friendly homes?

Those who neither support nor are against – Comments, issues and ideas 
The issues of concern raised by those 10 respondents who neither supported nor were against the proposal were as follows

	Comment
	Frequency

	Parking (on Hammerwood rd – 5 and not enough on site -1)
	6

	Traffic (general  - 3, school issue – 1)
	4

	Width of H’wood road
	2


The following list of concerns from these respondents were all mentioned once:
That it is within the AONB, access to the site, that it will be for local people only, that outright ownership should be allowed, the extra traffic during the build period and that this is the thin end of the wedge (development)

The questions posed by these respondents were; has the cost of the land been taken into consideration (given cuts in funding to housing associations)? What are the extra traffic arrangements going to be? And when was the traffic survey carried out (times of the day)? And the one idea suggested was for speed bumps.

Those not in support – Comments, issues and ideas 
The following is a list of concerns and issues highlighted by those 9 respondents not in favour of the scheme and the frequency of these comments
	Comment
	Frequency (number of times comment made)

	Traffic (congestion – 5 and danger – 2)
	7

	Parking (dangerous already on H. Road – 5 & inadequate parking on the site - 2)
	7

	That it is within the AONB
	4

	Proximity to the Abbey
	4

	Location (general – 3, rural  - 1)
	4

	Devalue homes
	3

	Loss of peace
	3

	Wildlife (flora and fauna)
	3

	Other sites within the village (better)
	2

	Poor drainage (and sewerage – 1)
	2


The following list of concerns from these respondents were all mentioned once:
Inadequate screening (and misleading information about this) quotes provided being from residents in other areas (misleading) does not meet exception site criteria, no jobs in the area, noise and light pollution, that it is on green land, was rejected in the local plan, is not large enough, is opposite my house which is unacceptable and could create a wind problem, is too close to the school, is a money making exercise, the need is debatable and a concern that these properties would set a precedent for further development.

This summary report has been passed on to Ashurst Wood Parish Council, Mid Sussex District Council and English Rural Housing Association for their consideration.

Tom Warder (AirS) – February 22nd 2011
